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                                                                                                                                     NEW PROGRAMS TO ENHANCE OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY. 
 

Several new programs are already in 
place or are imminently being 
introduced: 
 
--Inspirational Quote of the Day – 
Every day, students start their school 
day with a reflective quotation which 
emphasizes ethical and civic values. 
 

--National Anthem – We have provided 
the words (first stanza) of the Star 
Spangled Banner to our students.  
Every morning, before the pledge, we 
are now playing vocal versions of our 
anthem to enable our children to learn 
the words. 
 

--Anti-Bullying Programs – We are 
exploring the introduction of programs 
that comprehensively address the 
problem of bullying in middle schools. 
 

--Peer Mediation Programs – We will 
reintroduce this excellent program to 
teach our children how to resolve 
differences through negotiation. 
 

--Tolerance and Diversity – we are 
exploring ways of incorporating respect 
for others into the curriculum. 
 

--Drug and Alcohol Prevention – Noted 
expert Isabel Burke will be returning to 
our school for an anti-alcohol program 
for our 8th graders on October 8th.  
After school, she will meet with our 
faculty and in the evening with 
parents.  We thank the PTA for this 
opportunity.   

Principal’s Corner 
 

Change in the Air 
 

Peter Osroff 
Principal 
 

We are now a few weeks into the new school year and I trust 
that both you and your child are having a great start with school! 
 

We understand that the middle school years are both an exciting 
time, with wonderful new experiences, and a challenging time 
due to the stresses inherent within this developmental age.  
Together, in partnership with you, we will ensure the academic 
and social-emotional success of every child. 
 

As you will see in this newsletter, we are already moving in the 
direction of positive change within a variety of inter-related 
approaches.  We must enhance opportunities for academic 
excellence WHILE ensuring the social-emotional growth and 
health of our children. Our enhanced communication between 
school and home can only assist us in accomplishing these goals. 
 

Fundamentally, we must always strive to ensure that every child 
will reach his/her highest potential, that EVERY child can learn 
at higher levels, and we can never accept leaving even one child 
behind.  Our children must feel valued for who they are rather 
than by what they score.  Our partnership will ensure our 
success. 
 

Hopefully, you will find this newsletter helpful.  My intention is 
to provide you with regular updates throughout the school year.  
Also, our Middle School WEB page will soon be enhanced to 
provide you with a wide variety of information. 
 

As always, please remember, if you ever have any questions or 
concerns, never hesitate to give me a call – I am here to help you 
and your children. 
 

Best wishes, 
 
Peter Osroff, Principal 
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THE END OF DEFICIENCY REPORTS 
“Progress Reports” will soon arrive! 
 

No longer will you have to fear getting one of those dreaded 
“deficiency reports.”  In the past, between the distribution of 
regular quarterly Report Cards, teachers mailed home updated 
comments for students that were failing.  Well, no longer!  
Effective immediately, we are replacing these dreaded notices 
of failure with a new system of notification – Teachers will enter 
two to four comments for EVERY child in every class.  So, 
approximately five weeks before the end of each quarter, you 
will receive a Progress Report for your child.  It will NOT include 
grades, but will provide you with additional information about 
your child’s progress. For trimester courses only, we need to 
maintain the written format since our computer system cannot 
process comments for the different course time frame. 
 

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB 
 

No more frantic calls to classmates or 
Guidance Office for assignments. 

 

You may have noticed how our Middle School 
Web Site has been improving.  Well, soon we will 
have homework on the Web.  No longer will you 
have to make those frantic calls to classmates in 
search of an assignment due the next day.  Also, 
you will no longer need to call the Guidance 
Department for long term assignments – yes, we 
are entering the 21st Century with Homework on 
the Web.  Within a few weeks it should be up and 
running. 
 

MONTHLY SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

You will find enclosed with this mailing, a copy of 
our new monthly school calendar.  This will 
enable you to have an overview of what is 
happening within the school for the full upcoming 
month.  If we do not have a mailing for a given 
month, we will still place the calendar on our Web 
Page. 
 

NEW PROGRAMS TO ENHANCE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL AND 
ACADEMIC NEEDS: 

 

SOCIAL SKILLS PROGRAM – This month, we will be 
instituting a new after-school social skills building 
program.  If you feel your child has substantial 
difficulty with social interaction, please speak with 
your child’s counselor to assess whether or not 
this program is right for your child.  This program 
is in addition to our lunch-time socialization 
program. 
 

HOMEWORK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM:  We will be 
reinstituting our after-school homework assistance 
program for those students that need assistance 
beyond the scope of our regular extra-help 
program.  If you feel your child’s needs are not 
being met through the regular extra help system, 

please speak with your child’s counselor to assess 
if this program is applicable. 
 

NEW FRONT DOOR SECURITY 
 

We now have a full-time security gentleman at 
our main entrance.  He welcomes parents and 
guests into our building.  During the school day, 
all other entrances will be locked.  We have 
ordered dated visitor passes and our staff will 
politely challenge adults within our building who 
are not wearing this pass.  We welcome this 
opportunity to improve our children’s safety. 

 

7TH & 8TH GRADERS TO 5TH AVENUE 
 
On Saturday, September 21, seventh and eighth 
grade German students from the Garden City 
Middle School marched up Fifth Avenue in New 
York City in the 45th Annual German-American 
Steuben Parade.  The parade is held each year to 
honor the memory of General Friedrich Wilhelm, 
Baron von Steuben, who helped train General 
George Washington’s army to ultimately win the 
War of Independence.  The parade also 
celebrates the many contributions of immigrants 
of Germanic birth in the development of the 
United States of America. 
 

The Garden City marchers led a group of more 
than 100 students from other middle schools on 
Long Island.  They were fortunate to have a 
photo opportunity with this year’s Grand 
Marshalls, magicians Siegfried and Roy.  Some 
students were brave enough to practice their new 
language with members of the many associations 
that traveled from Germany for the event.  Wir 
haben viel Spass gehabt!! 
 

DEPARTMENT GRADING 
POLICIES 

 
To help establish consistency, 
each department has set up 
grading policies.  We will be 
posting them on our WEB page 
http://middleschool. 
gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 
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 MIDDLE SCHOOL WORLD LANGUAGES 
TEACHER RECEIVES TWO SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
Mr. David S. Strauzer, French and Spanish 
Teacher at Garden City Middle School, received 
two scholarships from NYSAFLT (New York State 
Association of Foreign Languages Teachers). 
 
Mr. Strauzer was the recipient of a $200 
scholarship to attend Skidmore College’s 
Prestigious Summer Institute for Language 
Teachers this past August.  This year’s theme 
was:  “Surviving the Standards:  Successful 
Strategies for Teaching All Students.”  Mr. 
Strauzer was selected as the sole recipient based 
on the following criteria:  a competitive 
application process, an essay explaining how 
attendance at the workshop would benefit one’s 
teaching, and a letter of recommendation from 
the teacher’s department chairperson. 
 
Mr. Strauzer also received a $250 scholarship to 
attend the NYSAFLT Annual Regional Conference 
this October 11th to 13th at the Nevele Country 
Club and Resort.  Mr. Strauzer was the sole 
teacher recipient of this scholarship for all World 
Language Teachers with more than three (3) 
years teaching experience.  Mr. Strauzer looks 
forward to obtaining additional teaching 
techniques to implement in his classes and to 
share with his colleagues. 
 
In addition, Mr. Strauzer will be a guest 
workshop presenter at future NYSAFLT 
and/or LILT (Long Island Language 
Teachers) workshops.  Congratulations!!! 
 
  
7TH GRADE CHALLENGE ENGLISH AND 
SOCIAL STUDIES TRIP TO THE ADAMS 

PLAYHOUSE AT HOFSTRA 
 
In October, the 7th grade Challenge English 
and Social Studies classes, accompanied by 
their teachers, Mrs. Ayre, Mrs. Bohlin, and 
Mrs. Cini, will be taking a field trip to the 
Adams Playhouse at Hofstra University to 
see the Chamber Repertory Company 
perform dramatizations of five popular 
short stories found in the English curriculum.  The 
stories include Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart,” 
Irving’s “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” Jacobs’ 
“The Monkey’s Paw,” de Maupassant’s “The 
Necklace,” and Twain’s “The Celebrated Jumping 
Frog of Calaveras County.” 
 

The 8th grade challenge English and social studies 
group, accompanied by Mrs. Bohlin, Mrs. Cini, and 
Mr. Menges, will be enjoying a similar trip in 
November.  This time, the repertory company will 
be including musical versions of several short 
stories and a Shakespearean play. 
 
Challenge enrichment research projects for the 
first quarter are underway.  The 7th graders are 
working on increasing their knowledge of the 
indigenous peoples of North, Central, and South 
America.  Each group will present a poster 
detailing six important topics, such as dwellings, 
locations, government, games and sports, and 
talk to the class about the achievements of the 
native peoples that they have researched.  
Students are learning how to gather appropriate 
source material and compile a Works Cited 
according to the MLA Style Manual for Writers of 
Research Papers. 
 
The 8th graders, who are currently studying the 
Civil War, are creating Civil War scrapbooks from 
the perspective of families from either the North 
or the South.  Books will contain such items as a 
family tree, diary entries, and information and 
artifacts gathered from print and non-print media, 
as well as primary sources.  In addition, students 
will present a Works Cited and practice the 
parenthetical documentation skills they learned in 
7th grade.   

 
STANDARDIZED TESTING SCHEDULE 
 
Please find attached to this newsletter our most 
up-to-date Standardized Testing Schedule for 
2002/03

SASI IN GUIDANCE 
 
Have you visited your child’s guidance counselor lately?  
If you have, you may have witnessed a new way of 
finding out information about your child.  Our guidance 
computers now have the SASI program.  We have spent 
many hours training and implementing this system into 
our daily lives in the guidance office.  Your child’s 
schedule can be looked at, changed, or printed with a 
few easy steps.   Did you know that the current 7th grade 
has the most male students of the three grades?  Report 
cards, daily attendance, and parent information can all be 
found in our SASI system.  It is a very user friendly 
computer program.  Feel free to stop by the guidance 
office and see for yourself how we have become “SASI.”
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MS. CAPUTO’S WRITING WORKSHOP CLASS 
 
Ms. Caputo’s Writing Workshop class has entered 
the essay contest, “Ordinary Heroes” sponsored 
by Simon Malls.  First, the students read an 
anecdote by a sixth grade teacher who recognized 
one of his students as a hero.  Then, the students 
used brainstorming techniques and visual 
organizers to prepare their essay.  The students 
“showed” why their heroes embodied heroic 
characteristics.  The winner will be selected on 
November 15, 2002.  Each Simon participation 
Mall will award a $100 gift certificate to a local 
winner.  The national winner will receive an 
additional $1,000 in Simon Mall gift certificates.  
Winning entries will be posted on the “Ordinary 
Heroes” website at www.shops/mon.com. 
 
 

A WONDERFUL EXAMPLE OF 
INTERNATIONAL, INTERDISCIPLINARY 

COOPERATION! 
 
Robbin Gries, the teacher of the self-contained 
science class is working with David Strauzer’s 
Spanish class, and Karen Nardone’s self-contained 
math class on the following project: 
 
Journey South – A Monarch Butterfly Project 
R. Gries/D. Strauzer/K. Nardone 
 
Description:  Students will decorate a monarch 
butterfly using a variety of colors, patterns, 
pictures and/or phrases in Spanish.  On the 
reverse of this butterfly, they will TYPE a short 
biography of themselves.  They should also 
include two facts and/or references about Mexico, 
monarch butterflies, ecology, or migration – 

(butterfly talk!)  All butterflies will 
be sent (postmarked no later than 
October 11th) to Mexico.  They will 
make a stop in the Museum of 
Science in Minneapolis for display, 
and then will continue on for the 
Journey South.  They will reach 
their destination, Mexico City, in a 
few months.  The class should 
then have new monarchs “return” 
from Mexico.  Students in Mexico 
will send new monarchs back to us 
for the Journey North.  Expect a 
60% return rate sometime in 
March or April, 2003.   
 
MIKE ANZELONE’S WORK PUBLISHED 
 
Congratulations to Mike Anzelone 
on the collaborative publishing of 
his work on Effects of Establishing 
Cell Cultures and Cell Culture 
Conditions on the Proliferative Life 
Spans of Human Fibroblasts 

Isolated from Different Tissues and Donor of 
Different Ages.  It was published in a peer review 
journal. 
 
                               HEALTH CLASSES 
In response to parent inquiries, please note that 
in late May and early June, health teachers will 
review human anatomy relating to the physical 
maturation process.  This topic naturally includes 
puberty and sexuality. 
 
Abstinence is presented as the safest choice when 
questions arise regarding sexual activity. 

LINDA KASTNER’S CLASS TO HAVE ART DISPLAY 
 
Student artwork will be on display at Real Estate Broker 
Dougall Fraser’s on 7th Street for Homecoming Weekend.  
This art show has always been a highlight of the 
weekend and all alumni, parents, and friends are invited 
to visit the exhibit.  There is a Friday evening opening 
reception from 6 P. M. to 7 P. M. on October 25th. 
 
Thank you to art students Kyle Kufs and Colleen Gearns 
for the beautiful planner cover designs.  This year’s 7th 
graders are currently working on designs for next year’s 
Planner Covers.  Themes they are using are:  Positive 
School Spirit, a New Updated School, and all the 
activities and programs that we have at the Middle 
School.  We look forward to seeing their ideas. 


